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MASTER'S THESIS SUPERVISION AND WORKING AGREEMENT					

Preparing the supervision and working agreement

The student, the responsible person for the master's thesis, and the supervisor(s) agree on the content, implementation, and supervision of the thesis. The student fills out this form and ensures the signatures are obtained. The agreement is returned to the Moodle course area of the master's thesis course.

Responsibilities

One or more supervisors are assigned to the student at the beginning of the thesis process. This is typically done by the responsible person for the master's thesis (academic subject coordinator or track leader). There may be one or more supervisors.

The master's thesis is a project intended primarily to familiarize the student with scientific research. The student works independently and in a target-oriented fashion, supported by the supervisors and possibly as part of a research group. Any division of labor and areas of responsibility between the supervisors are discussed with the student and expressed in the agreement.

The primary responsibility for the progress of the work lies with the student. The student is expected to maintain regular contact with the supervisor. Supervision discussions should be arranged regularly during the progress of the work. The suitable frequency of meetings depends on the nature and phase of the work.

The supervisor is responsible for supporting the student during the planning phase and the experimental phase of the work regarding data collection and the use of methods. As part of a research group, the student has the right to receive support from other researchers in the group as well. However, the supervisor or other members of the research group are not obliged to do the work on behalf of the student.

The supervisor supports the student during the writing phase of the thesis. The supervisor should read a limited number of draft versions of the thesis, provide feedback, and advise on academic writing. The appropriate number of readings varies by work but typically involves commenting on complete sections (such as an entire results section) 1-2 times. The responsibility for the language of the thesis lies with the student.

The parties involved in this agreement are committed to working within the content of the supervision agreement within the agreed schedule. Otherwise, the supervision agreement will lapse unless it is updated.

Resolution of disagreements

Any disagreements related to supervision or the progress of the work are primarily resolved between the student and the supervisors. If consensus cannot be reached, the matter will be referred to the responsible person for the master's thesis or the director of the degree programme for resolution.

Ethical considerations

The student and supervisors ensure that all necessary ethical approvals and research permits are obtained before starting the work and that the work is conducted in accordance with good scientific practice. If the thesis involves or may involve research or procedures related to animal experimentation legislation, these, along with the student’s studies in laboratory animal science, must be described in this agreement.

Ownership and access rights of materials

The ownership, access rights, and rights to exploit the materials related to the thesis are agreed upon before the data collection begins. Data ownership is determined in accordance with the University of Helsinki data policy and agreements related to the project. The student has the right to use the materials for the preparation and evaluation of their master's thesis. Any other use, further use, or transfer of the data or other material requires separate written consent from the supervisor or their affiliated organization.

Transfer of rights to research results

If the research work related to the master thesis is conducted in University of Helsinki, the student transfers to the university all ownership rights for the research results, materials, and intellectual property rights arising from the student’s participation in the research project described in this agreement. The transfer applies to all results generated during the project, regardless of whether they are included in the student’s thesis.

If the research work related to the master thesis is conducted outside University of Helsinki, details on data ownership and transfer of rights can be agreed by stating them as part of this form or by signing a separate agreement between the student and the non-UH supervisor or their affiliated organization.

The student retains copyright to the written form of their thesis but grants the University a permanent and unrestricted license to use the final thesis version and its contents for research, teaching, archiving, and reporting purposes. The University has the right to use, modify, and further transfer the research results transferred in this agreement within the scope of its activities.

The student may not use, publish, or transfer research results generated in the project without a prior written consent from the supervisor or their affiliated organization. If the research has been conducted in University of Helsinki, revenue sharing is subject to the University’s current innovation principles and IPR guidelines.

Confidentiality obligation

The student agrees to keep confidential all confidential information, materials, and research results related to the research project that are not public and whose disclosure may affect patenting, other intellectual property protection, contractual relationships, or the progress of the research project.

The confidentiality obligation applies to information and results that the supervisor or their affiliated organization considers confidential or that relate to pending or planned patenting. The student may not publish, present, archive publicly, or otherwise make such information available to the public without a prior written consent given by the supervisor or their affiliated organization.

The confidentiality obligation remains in effect after the completion of studies and the project until the information is protected or the supervisor or their affiliated organization releases the student from the obligation in writing. The confidentiality plan will be specified in the implementation plan for the master’s thesis.










	THESIS WRITER

	Name
Type text here.
	Student number
Type text here

	Email
Type text here.
	Phone number
Type text here.

	Master’s programme
Type text here.

	Responsible person of the thesis, phone number, email address
Type text here.



	MASTER’S THESIS

	Title (working title)
Type text here.

	Start date of the thesis
Type text here.
	Expected completion date of the thesis
Type text here.

	Language of the thesis
Type text here.
	Language of the maturity test
Type text here.



	Implementation plan for the master’s thesis (briefly describe: place of completion for the thesis, its background and objectives, material and methods, preliminary schedule and possible confidentiality plan)
Type text here.



	SUPERVISION DUTIES

	Primary master’s thesis supervisor (name, academic title, organisation and contact details, including phone number and email address)
Type text here.

	Other supervisor/supervisors and their contact details (name, academic and/or job title, organisation and contact details, including phone number and email address for each individual)
Type text here.

	Focus areas or duties of each supervisor, if any
Type text here.



	OBJECTIVES AND SCHEDULING

	Student’s estimate of the working hours allocated to thesis work (e.g., average hours per week)
Type text here.

	Jointly set interim objectives, if any (e.g., data collection complete, first draft manuscript)
Type text here.

	Frequency of meetings, means of communication and time allocated to discussion
Type text here.



	EXPECTATIONS AND LEARNING OUTCOMES OF THE SUPERVISOR AND THE STUDENT

	 Supervisor’s expectations for the student
 Type text here.



	Student’s expectations for the supervisor
Type text here.



	Ethical considerations related to the work (e.g., data protection concerning individuals or animal experimentation, research permits).
Type text here.

	 The plan is valid until Type text here.

	Other relevant details: 
 Type text here.

	SIGNATURES
(The signees confirm they have read the instructions on master’s theses.)
The agreement can be signed electronically in the UniSign system; see instructions from Flamma. An electronic signature request can be made by University of Helsinki employees or grant-funded researchers.


	Date and the student’s signature
	Date and the supervisor's signature

	Date and signature of the responsible person of the master’s thesis 
	Date and the supervisor's signature
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